YOUR RESEARCH PAPER:  RHETORICAL SITUATION & PLANNING

[bookmark: _GoBack]OPTIONAL REVIEW:  
· Rhetorical situation video from U of Maryland: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A-eRycqjzbg
· Multi-point thesis statement slideshows:  Ruth Luman and Wendy Warren

	THE ISSUE

	
	

	
TOPIC

	
YOUR RESPONSE
	
EXAMPLE

	In a word or phrase, what’s your research paper going to be about?  
	Child obesity
	The benefits of school uniforms

	
RESEARCH QUESTION

	
YOUR RESPONSE
	
EXAMPLE

	What is your likely research question?  What do you want to find out? 
	
	What are the benefits of and challenges with requiring public school students to wear uniforms? 


	
MAIN IDEA

	
YOUR RESPONSE
	
EXAMPLE

	In a complete sentence, what do you want your audience to do, believe, or understand from reading this your essay?  

*NOTE: As you do research, you’ll refine your main idea.

	
	Although many students are against required school uniforms, they have many potential benefits.  

	
*MULTI-PART THESIS STATEMENT

	
YOUR RESPONSE
	
EXAMPLE

	What sub-points or supporting ideas do you intend to use to convince your audience to support your main idea?  

*NOTE: As you do research, you’ll refine your sub-points or supporting ideas.  That’s good!  But start with a tentative multi-part thesis, to direct your research and help organize your ideas.  (You might need to do a little reading on your issue/topic in order to craft a tentative thesis.)
	
	Although many students are against required school uniforms, they have many potential benefits.  Studies have indicated that school uniforms:
· reduce student distraction by reducing emphasis on fashion;
· increase student unity by reducing emphasis on social class;
· reduce stress on parents and students by eliminating arguments about what to wear to school; and 
· reduce student behavioral problems (although the reasons are not fully understood).


	
THE WRITER

	
	

	
PURPOSE/GOAL
	
YOUR RESPONSE
	
EXAMPLE


	What do you hope to accomplish with this argument?  What is your purpose for writing this essay? What is it that you want to convince your audience to do or believe?

	
	I want to convince the School Committee in my town to adopt a school uniform policy.


	
WRITER’S EXPERIENCE / EXPERTISE / “STAKE”

	
	

	What experience, expertise, or other kinds of credibility do you have with this issue?  Why do you feel the audience listen to / believe you?  What is your “stake” in the issue?  

	
	I have a daughter who’s being teased at school because she doesn’t have “the right” clothes; in addition, she and I argue about what she’ll wear to school, and that is a waste of our energy in the morning.  Sometimes she doesn’t even want to go to school. 

	How will you “leverage” –use or apply -- your experience / expertise / “stake” in the issue?  

(*If you are writing a persuasive argument, this is likely the “ethos” component.)

	
	I will use my own experience to:  discuss the goals/values of education (ethos); show how emotional struggles over buying clothes and fitting in can hurt education); and tell stories that put a face on the research data.

	
THE AUDIENCE

	
	

	
*TARGET AUDIENCE

	
YOUR RESPONSE
	
EXAMPLE


	Envision the people whom you’re trying to convince or inform.  Be as specific as you can.

	
	EXAMPLE 1--PARENTS:  
· parents who don’t have a position on requiring uniforms or who are opposed to requiring them . . . 

EXAMPLE 2 -- STUDENTS: 
· students who don’t have a position on requiring uniforms or who are opposed to requiring them . . . 


	
STRATEGIES FOR REACHING YOUR TARGET AUDIENCE

	
YOUR RESPONSE
	
EXAMPLE


	What tone will you use toward your audience?  Why?


What kind of diction (word choice) will you use?

	
	EXAMPLE 1 -- PARENTS :

I will use a respectful but friendly tone and will use conversational diction/words.  Although I am angry about my own family’s experience, I want the paper to sound like an informed neighbor having a friendly conversation.  I don’t want it to sound like a study or policy paper, though; I want “regular people” to read it.


	How will your target your information for your audience? 

*If you are writing a persuasive argument, consider how you will use ethos, logos, and pathos; consider also counter-arguments and refutation.
	
	EXAMPLE 1 – PARENTS:

I will use my own experience (ethos) to:  discuss the goals/values of education (ethos); show how emotional struggles over buying clothes and fitting in can hurt education (pathos); tell stories about tough mornings fighting over fashion (pathos); and use excellent data from reliable studies (logos).

Counter-arguments and refutations:
· Is requiring uniform in public schools a violation of free expression?  Are there laws against it anywhere?
· Is it hard to enforce?  What can a public school do if students don’t wear the uniforms?
· What about kids who can’t afford uniforms—they might be able to get free hand-me-downs or used clothes more cheaply.  
· Hair, nails, jewelry, shoes, coats . . . there are a lot of ways that kids can still indicate their social class and whether or not they’re “cool.”  







THESIS STATEMENT  OUTLINE 
· Write each “point” in your tentative multi-point thesis statement / cluster as a complete sentence that could be a topic sentence for a paragraph.
· Try to add more sentences or make notes about how you plan to “prove” or support the point.  
· Think of this as a draft “plan of action” for your research paper.

I:  	Your Introduction:  (try to draft an introduction that includes your complete multi-part thesis statement)
· 

II.  	First point in your Multi-Point Thesis Statement + ideas re: how you plan to “prove” or support this point:  
· 


III: 	 Second point in your Multi-Point Thesis Statement + ideas re: how you plan to “prove” or support this point:
· 


IV.	Third point in Multi-part Thesis Statement + ideas re: how you plan to “prove” or support this point:
· 


V. 	(If necessary . . .  4th point . . .   etc.)
· 


VI.	Your Conclusion:
· 


Congratulations!  You now have an excellent “plan” for your essay!
